
*DRAFT* 
 

Town of Middlebury 
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 
 

Present: Ross Conrad, Chris Robbins, Howard Widelitz, Steve Meier, Heather Seeley. Absent: Hannah 
Hurlburt. Guest: Laura Asermily. 
 
Ross convened the meeting at 8:45 am. This meeting was rescheduled from July 19. 
Minutes: Minutes for May: A few technical changes were made. In addition, the outcomes of several 
votes were not specified, and those were changed to "approved unanimously." Minutes for June were 
approved unanimously with no changes. Motion by Heather, seconded by Ross. 
 
Town Energy Efficiency Projects:  We received four responses to our RFP: Replacement lighting at the 
WWTP; an electric cart for the Rec Park so they will not have to use a truck; a change from diesel and 
propane to natural gas at the Public Works building; and new windows for the police station. Steve said 
when he read the proposals he had more questions and would like a professional opinion on some of 
them. We decided to do energy audits of the public works and police buildings, provided we can afford 
it. The WWTP had one done in 2014. In addition, each of us will do some follow-up. Chris will contact 
the wastewater superintendent and Steve will contact Parks and Rec for more information on their 
needs and options for new equipment. Ross will check with Regional Planning about possible grants for 
electric carts. Laura mentioned that Efficiency Vermont has a list of companies that do energy audits. 
Howard will contact Building Energy and Heather will contact Zero by Design to get an idea of pricing for 
audits. Steve said that Efficiency Vermont offers rebates for business lighting.  
 We discussed what our main goal is for this project: financial savings, reduction in carbon footprint, 
comfort (as in the cold police station conference room)? Ross said our by-laws state that a reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions is our mission Chris said we should be sure to save money for the taxpayers 
since we promoted that when we established this program. Steve said all of the above. 
 
By-laws: We decided to change the bylaws to establish 3-year terms. Steve will revise. Next month we 
can consider other suggestions if we have them. Please send comments to Steve within 2 weeks. 
 
Outreach: We discussed the need for public outreach prior to the start of the Climate Economy model 
communities project in September. John Copans, the director of the program, has scheduled a meeting 
in August with some stakeholders and they will make sure there is a broad-based community kick-off 
event. Heather has made several suggestions for people to be on the steering committee. She did not 
think there was as much of a problem in Pownal as one might be led to believe by the media accounts.  
 
Meeting times: Howard moved and Chris seconded a motion to change the meeting time to 8:45 for the 
foreseeable future. Approved unanimously.  
Web Site: Assignments are the same as last month. 
Member concerns: Chris offered to put a notice on Front Porch Forum encouraging people to use the 
energy dashboard. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 on a motion by Howard, seconded by Heather, approved 
unanimously. . Next meeting will be August 16 at 8:45 am. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, Chris Robbins 


